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The Extractive Industry Geology Conference is renowned as 
a series of highly successful biennial conferences, providing 
a unique scientific and technical shop window for the non-
petroleum extractive industry. 
 

 
 
Run by geo-professionals working within the industry and 
hosted by the School of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
at Portsmouth University, the 16th EIG Conference in 2010 
will be an essential training event for all earth scientists 
wishing to keep abreast of current and future trends, 
innovation and best practice. The conference programme will 
be held within the Portland Building (pictured below), winner 
of a Civic Trust award for design on its completion in 1997. 
 

 
 

For information about EIG 2010 contact Colin Comberbach . 
ccomberbach@wardell-armstrong.com 
 

 
 
 

The following are the proposed main themes for the 
conference. Papers and posters are invited on any of 
these themes, especially case studies . Other topics 
proposed that may be of interest to those involved in the 
non-petroleum extractive industry will also be considered. 
 
Mineral Reserve and Resource Assessments 
Reporting codes, classification, terminology, conversion 
factors, geological confidence, international perspectives 
 
Geo-Hazards and Geological Disasters in the 
Extractive Industries 
Case studies, health and safety issues and lessons learnt 
 
Research and Innovation in UK Extractive Industries  
How it is organised and what it covers; exploration, drilling, 
geophysics, mapping, software / data processing, teaching 
 
Energy and Carbon Footprint Issues in the UK 
Minerals Industry 
 
Regulatory Burden on the UK Extractive Industries 
Updates on hot topics e.g. Mining Waste Directive, Water 
Act, Geotechnical Assessments and Mineral Planning 
 
Military Geology  
The significance of the extractive industries, and logistical 
aspects of minerals supply, to military operations 
 
Please send or email the title and abstract (250 words 
max) before the 30th January to Mark Pritchard  at: 
PGW&A LLP, Griffin House, Charlbury, Oxford, OX7 3PJ 
or: MarkP@pgwassoc.co.uk 
 
 
 
EIG has always tried to provide pre- and post-conference 
field excursions, usually to extractive operations. The 
committee already has some firm proposals for field trips, 
but any additional offers for site visits within the local area 
will be gladly considered. 
 
Current field excursion ideas: 

·  Teffont Mine, Chilmark 
·  Isle of Wight, Landslide Area & Needles 
·  Michelmersh Brickworks, Romsey 

 
Please contact Clive Mitchell  at cjmi@bgs.ac.uk 
regarding offers or ideas for field excursions. 
 
 
 
Remember to keep checking the EIG web site managed 
by Anne Smith  (anne@apsgs.co.uk) 
 

http://www.eigconference.org  

�� �� �����	
���
��	�����

���
����
� �� � ���� �� ��������������� �

�

���
�	�� ����!���
"���
#
�"�	
���
��	���
�����������$�#����
� %���
���	�##��

�����
��

!�&���������' �

$�(����� �

���#!���	�
��
�� �

	�##��

�����
� �



 

 

Sadly, Dr. Bill Barrett passed away on 
the 7th November 2009, aged 72. 
 
Bill was born in Fort Portal, Uganda. 
After achieving 5 ‘A’ Levels at the 
Duke of York Public School in 
Nairobi, he went on, having turned 
down a place at Cambridge, to study 
Geology at Aberystwyth University, 
followed by a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Micropaleontology. 

 
Bill could not be kept away from his ‘homeland’ for long and 
returned to Africa in 1961, taking up employment with 
Kilembe Copper Mines in Uganda as Field Geologist, then 
quickly reaching the position of Senior Mine Geologist. 
 
In 1968, Bill decided that he needed to study just a little bit 
more, so he moved his family to the UK while he studied for 
and obtained his Doctorate in Geology at the University of 
Leeds. Incredibly he managed to complete his PhD thesis on 
the stratigraphy, structure and mineralisation of the S.E. part 
of the Ruwenzori Mountains inside 2 years. On returning to 
Kilembe Mines in May 1970, Bill became Chief Geologist 
and there he remained until 1973, when the political and 
economic climate had become too unstable. 
 
Bill joined Tarmac in 1974 as its first Geological Manager. 
He spent over 25 years there, through numerous takeovers, 
mergers and acquisitions, finally retiring in 2000. In this time, 
he laid down the foundations for a new profession in quarry 
geology, continued to improve standards and set up a wide 
range of systems, procedures and techniques that are still 
utilised today. He also set up an in-house drilling team that 
became the envy of the industry and added specialist roles 
such as geotechnical engineers and hydrologists into the 
department. Bill was also instrumental in the recruitment and 
training of so many young geologists, many of whom are still 
spread throughout the industry. 
 
Bill’s responsibilities with Tarmac also extended overseas 
into North America, South Africa, the Middle East, the 
Falkland Islands and into Europe. 
 
Bill’s influence extended beyond his role with Tarmac, 
making a positive contribution on a variety of committees 
and organisations such as the Professional Board of the 
British Geological Survey, the Mineral Industry Research 
Organisation and the British Drilling Association. 
 
In particular, Bill was a founder member of the Extractive 
Industry Geology conference, presenting a talk on quarrying 
of limestone at the first conference in 1978 at The Geological 
Society. He went on to become Chairman of the Organising 
Committee for the 1989 event held at Birmingham University. 
 
Even in his retirement, despite his poor health, Bill still 
managed to act as a corresponding member on the 2010 
Organising Committee, offering much-appreciated advice, 
comments and opinions. 
 
This tribute to Bill was kindly provided by his good friend and 
former colleague Paul Brewer, proprietor of PBGSL 
paul@pbgsl.freeserve.co.uk 
 

 

David Keith Roberts (24/02/1955 to 13/10/2009) 
Head of Geological Services, CEMEX UK Operations  
 
Regrettably, Dave Roberts died on 13th October 2009. He 
had been fighting cancer since January. After an operation 
to remove a tumour from his kidney the early progress was 
good and filled everyone with hope. However, in October 
he succumbed quite quickly and his death was a shock to 
many colleagues and friends. 
 
Dave was educated at Ardwyn Grammar School in 
Aberystwyth and then went to Leicester University, 
graduating in 1976. Perhaps the choice of a geological 
career was a result of his fascination with the exploration 
of caves and old mines while a young man in Wales.  
 
He started his professional career with Soil Mechanics and 
then joined RMC in 1980. His quiet, thorough, reasoned 
and objective approach to his work was soon recognised 
and he led the sand and gravel section of the geological 
team from 1990. In 1998 he was appointed Head of 
Geological Services for the UK. 
 
By this time Dave had a passion for diving and he had 
qualified as a Divemaster in 1993; many of his holidays 
were spent under the water. 
 
He was a true professional, dedicated to his role, and his 
balanced, objective management style was a major asset 
as the company adapted to change before and after it was 
acquired by CEMEX. Dave has left a gap which will be 
very difficult to fill. 
 
Many details could be added to this short account but I 
hope that it provides you with a true impression of the man 
who will be missed by many professional colleagues and 
friends. 
 
This tribute to Dave was kindly prepared by his colleague 
Steve Penn, Principal Project Geologist at CEMEX  
stephen.penn@cemex.com 
 
 
Footnote from Colin Comberbach, EIG 2010 Chairman 
 
On behalf of the EIG Committee I thank Paul Brewer and 
Steve Penn for writing their tributes, and also the families 
and employers of Bill and Dave for enabling them to do so. 
 
We were very saddened and shocked to hear about Bill 
and Dave, two longstanding supporters of EIG even whilst 
holding senior, and thus demanding positions in the 
industry. Bill had also remained a respected member of 
our Committee long into his retirement. We extend our 
sincere condolences and very best wishes to the families, 
friends and colleagues of both Bill and Dave. They will 
certainly be missed within our EIG community.  
 
The Committee also wishes to express its continued 
support to Adrian Charters, one of our fellow members and 
former Chairman. Tragically, Adrian lost his wife Liz on 7th 
October 2009 after she fought a long and brave battle with 
terminal illness. Adrian, our thoughts are very much with 
you and your family. We hope to see you at EIG 2010.  
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The Committee is pleased to announce that another two 
student bursary awards were made this year, to continue 
from and build on the success of those associated with 
Edinburgh and Cardiff. 
 
A dedicated subgroup, nominated from the committee to 
represent a wide aspect from industry, public bodies, 
consultancy and academia, reviewed and selected 
applications in response to a published invitation. 
 
Awards were made to: Paul Wallwork (MSc Mining Geology, 
Camborne School of Mines) for his project on the correlation 
of dust production from operational UK limestone sources by 
face mapping and chemical and mineralogical analysis; and 
Sabina Michnowicz (Dept of Earth Sciences, University of  
Durham) to extend her PhD research of occupational health 
and environmental hazards from volcanic deposits to include 
rhyolitic sources and UK perlite processing operations. 
 
Our congratulations to Paul and Sabina, we hope to receive 
progress reports or presentations in time for Portsmouth. 
 

 

EIG 2010 Venues, Spinnaker Tower and HMS Warrior 
 
 
 
Thanks to the continuing endeavours of our editors, Peter 
Scott and Geoff Walton, and Geoff’s secretary Jessie Horn, 
we are nearing the stage when the Proceedings of EIG 
Cardiff 2008 will be ready for printing. Publication is to be 
expected in early 2010. We are also aiming to have at least 
some of the volume printed in colour. 
 
This promises to be a bumper volume, with 30 papers from 
the conference due to be included. Papers will be published 
in an order that will follow the themes of the conference. For 
those authors who chose not to submit a full manuscript, 
their abstracts will still be published in the Proceedings. 
 
Considerable hard work has gone into ensuring that the 
format of all manuscripts has been standardised for the 
printers. There are just a few remaining papers that are in 
need of revisions to figures or texts by the authors. Those 
who are involved, please be in touch with Peter Scott with 
your final versions before Christmas. 

 
 
 
The 16th EIG Conference in Portsmouth will once again be 
a superb opportunity to showcase your services and 
products to a large number of target customers. 
 
We are offering trade stands in the dramatic atrium of the 
Portland Building, very much the hub of the conference 
venue. Space for trade stands is limited, and as such, 
early booking is essential. 
 
The planning and pricing structure has now been finalised 
by the committee, so if you have not already been in touch 
yet, do so as soon as possible to secure your place. 
Contact Simon McCurdy : simon.mccurdy@tarmac.co.uk 
 
 
 
The EIG Conference, a not-for-profit event, has always 
been reliant on the support of its delegates and generous 
sponsorship from the extractive and related industries. 
 
There are many sponsorship opportunities for those 
wishing to be associated with such a successful and 
professional conference. Drinks receptions, welcome 
packs, abstract volumes, plenary sessions, conference 
bags and the website have all been sponsored in the past. 
 
If you are interested in sponsoring the Conference, please 
contact Craig Arditto : craig.arditto@tarmac.co.uk 
 
 
 
EIG 2010 Organising Committee  
Chairman, Colin Comberbach, Wardell Armstrong LLP 
Secretary, Mark Pritchard, PGW&A LLP 
Local Secretary, Mike Fowler, University of Portsmouth 
Treasurer, Graham Smith, Border GeoScience 
Web Site, Anne Smith , APS GeoServices 
Craig Arditto, Tarmac Limited 
Jeremy Elvins, Lafarge Cement 
Simon McCurdy, Tarmac Limited 
Clive Mitchell, BGS 
Duncan Wardrop, Lafarge Aggregates 
Peter Scott, Camborne School of Mines 
Alan Thompson, Cuesta /Capita Symonds 
Geoffrey Walton, PGW&A LLP 
 
EIG 2010 Consultative Committee  
Adrian Charters, Aggregate Industries US 
Bill Barrett, Consultant (dec.) 
Richard Fox, Richard Fox Associates 
Dave Harrison, BGS 
Claire Howarth, Capita Symonds 
Kip Jeffrey, Leicester University 
John Lewis, Key GeoSolutions Ltd 
Gerry Lucas, Edge Hill University 
David Richardson, Kier Mining 
John Sedman, Hanson Aggregates 
Emily Vallance, GWP 
Richard Oldcorn, SRK Consulting 
Paul Emerson, Emerson Moore Geoscience 
Tom Clifford, Aggregate Industries 
Adrian Watson, Derby University 

 
Extractive Industry Geology Conferences is a Company Limited by 

Guarantee. Company No. 6621989 
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